'Ihis little ship with four hot guns is going back to England now after spending 12 incredible hours in the front ranks of the first phase of the Allied invasion of France, an operation that came off 10 times as smoothly as anyone aboard expected .
From where we sat about a mile and a half offshore, it seemed too smooth and easy to be true . Men of this ship, through several tense and expectant months, had come to refer to this thing as "that blood bath ." It still seems incredible that in 12 hours within easy shooting distance of Hitler's Europe, this force of men and ships did not encounter a single German plane or ship . It was like seeing a play in which some of the leading actors fail to show up .
With strong binoculars we saw thousands of men and machines tumble safely across beaches bristling with ugly spikes driven into the sand at crazy angles and topped with mines. This account embraces only the things we could see and which were reported to us from the shore immediately ahead.
Units participating in the land, sea and air attack were not identified until later in June in an announcement from military authorities. Among the units involved was the Second Infantry division, which includes a number of Sooner alumni .
Back From Battlefronts Maj. Gilbert O. Halsey, [29] [30] Chickasha, who holds the second highest record of missions accomplished in the European theater, returned home this spring for a rest leave. A veteran of 156 missions, he holds the American Distinguished Flying Cross, the British Distinguished Flying Cross and the Air Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters . Major Halsey went to England in October, 1941, as a member of the Royal Air Force and later transferred to the U. S. Air Force . He commanded a Thunderbolt squadron . At the end of his leave, he was ordered to Washington, D. C., for orders . 1 Maj. J. C. Hamilton, [31] [32] , Oklahoma City, has been home on a 30-day leave after serving for 19 months as a combat pilot in the European theater. He holds the Distinguished Flying Cross, an Air Medal with nine Oak Leaf Clusters, and has been recommended for the Silver Star . The D.F .C . was awarded for leading a mission on Toulon, and the Silver Star was recommended for three missions over Rome . In all, Major Hamilton went on 51 missions, accumulating a total of 850 hours of flying time . He is a former Oklahoma City amateur golf champion . 1 Maj. Ellis L. Brown, '30eng, Duncan, has returned from the Southwest Pacific theater of operations where he was a bomber pilot for 14 months. He expected to be assigned to Comjolly Rogers group, and a Silver Star . He took part in 67 combat missions from a New Guinea bomber base.
1 Maj. Harry Hughes, '206a, Norman, who was wounded in action several times with the 45th Division, has returned to the United States wearing the Order of the Purple Heart. Major Hughes was at Anzio when he received orders to come home on April 1 . He reported to Fort Sam Houston, Texas, for further assignment . Ile was first injured last July in Sicily, when he was hit in 18 places by shell fragments. After moving into Italy he was injured four more times by shell fire, once seriously enough to spend 15 days in a hospital . An Oak Leaf Cluster was added to the Purple Heart for each additional injury .
1 Capt . John O. Gossett, [30] [31] [32] [33] [34] , Norman, is a patient in Battey General Hospital, Rome, Georgia, having returned from service with the 45th Division in Europe .
1 Pfc. James P. Trent, '42-'43, Prague, is convalescing at the Naval Hospital, Oakland, California, after serving with the Marine Corps on Bougainville . " Col . Roger Wood Peard, '04-'10, formerly of Enid, has returned from a two-year tour of duty in the South Pacific with the Marine Corps to duty at Camp Pendleton, California . A member of the Marine Corps since 1915, he has been on duty in the South Pacific since April, 1942 . During his Marine career, he has served in Honolulu, San Francisco and the South Pacific.
Among a group of 45th Division veterans who recently returned to the United States were Capt. Carson L. Oglesbee, '37mcd, Muskogee, and Capt . Charles W. Cleverdon, '33bus , and Staff Sgt. Clarence Spence, '26bus, both of Oklahoma City. Captain Cleverdon was intelligence officer of the Artillery battalion commanded by Lt . Col . Dwight Funk, '24 , Oklahoma City. Lt. Col. J. R. Hinshaw, '21med , Norman, last month completed a trip around the world and was scheduled to arrive for a visit at home with his family . He has been stationed in the European theater of operations with the Medical Corps. " Lt . Willard Anderson, '37eng, Seminole, has returned to the United States for duty at Aberdeen Proving Grounds, Maryland, after serving abroad for two years. Lieutenant Anderson was with the Army Ordnance in North Africa, Sicily and Italy. He was assigned to Aberdeen as an instructor . " Maj . Virgil Johnson, '35ma, '40ph.d Captain Turnbow is an anesthetist on the staff of the hospital, which was under daily artillery fire for over ten weeks at Anzio. The hospital's normal capacity was 750 beds, but it handled as many as 1,129 patients and 100 operations in a day.
The 56th was activated at Fort Sam Houston, Texas, in April, 1942 , and went overseas a year later. It was stationed at Bizerte before going to Italy . III Lt. James M . Mahaffey, [40] [41] [42] Norman, has been awarded the Silver Star, the Order of the Purple Heart, and an Air Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster for service as a bombardier-navigator with the Air Forces in the Southwest Pacific.
Lieutenant Mahaffey returned to the United States this spring after a year overseas, during which time he went on 50 missions . He was awarded the Purple Heart for wounds received in a crash landing last January . III The decoration was pinned on him by Lt . Col . Dexter Hodge, commanding officer of his Liberator group. Lieutenant Dines has been on missions over Gutersloh, Gotha and Frankfurt . Lt . Col . Earl Taylor, [37] [38] [39] , Konawa, commander of an Infantry battalion of the 45th Division, returned to the United States this spring wearing the Silver Star for outstanding work in combat.
Colonel Taylor, who was with the 45th until it was within 20 miles of Cassino, was a patient in a General Hospital in Tunisia for two and a half months before returning home. He expected to be put on inactive status last month . Maj . John T . Cooper, '366a , former Wewoka lawyer, has been awarded the Bronze Star for saving the life of a fellow officer in Italy . The officer was buried beneath debris when the house being used for a fire direction center was hit by a German shell .
Major Cooper, executive officer of the Field Artillery battalion occupying that area, searched the ruins under enemy fire to see if any of the occupants were still alive, and found the officer pinned beneath rubble . He freed him and ten . dered medical aid until a Medical detachment arrived .
The battalion to which Major Cooper is attached is credited with helping repel three German attacks on the Anzio beachead . Lt. Louis C . Roark, '40geol, Tulsa,  Ci ty, pilot of a Liberator bomber with the 15th Air Force, has been awarded the Air Medal for meritorious achievement in aerial flight against the enemy . Lieutenant West has been on numerous raids on German-held targets in Austria, Rumania, Hungary and Northern Italy .
Lt. Charles P. Ray, '39, Oklahoma City, a prisoner of war in Germany, has been awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for a flying feat accomplished as co-pilot of a Flying Fortress before he was taken captive .
On the mission for which the D . F. C. was awarded, the Fortress was badly damaged by flak before the target was reached and the pilot was disabled . Lieutenant Ray, though wounded in the leg, held the unconscious pilot in his seat with one hand and flew the plane with the other .
After the bombing run was completed and the ship started back to England one engine died and another lost power, but Lieutenant Ray flew back to the field . As he went in to land, the Fortress just ahead of him crashed on the runway and he had to swerve dangerously to avoid crashing into it . On a later mission he failed to return and was reported a prisoner.
" The Silver Star has been awarded to Capt . John O . Givens, '38bus , Oklahoma City, for gallantry in action near Cape Iris, New Guinea, last February . Captain Givens is a Field Artillery officer .
1 Maj . Thomas R . Baker, '35-'37, Oklahoma City, was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for his work with the Air Force in the Burma area on the same day he was promoted to major, May 9 .
Major Baker, who also holds the Air Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters, is commanding officer of a C-47 group which transports supplies and equipment to British troops in Burma . Before entering the Air Force he was employed by Cessna Aircraft in Wichita, Kansas .
Lt . George G . Hamilton, '37=38, former Harmon rancher, has been awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for extraordinary achievement in aerial flight in the Mediterranean area . He has 54 successful missions and four confirmed victories to his credit .
The citation accompanying the D . F. C . specifically mentioned a mission last March over Bulgaria, in which lieutenant Hamilton led the squadron escorting the heavy bombers. When the bombers were attacked by an enemy squadron, Lieutenant Hamilton completely dispersed the enemy formation, thus enabling the bombers to proceed to the objective, inflicting grave damage on enemy installations .
Capt . Joe H . Powers, Jr ., '38, Tulsa, has been awarded the Silver Star, the Distinguished Flying Cross with four Oak Leaf Clusters, and the Air Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters for service with the Eighth Air Force .
Captain Powers has been stationed in England since January, 1943, having received his commission the previous October . After completing 89 missions over enemy territory, he was assigned to an Eighth Air Force Composite Station in England as a P-47 Thunderbolt instructor .
Deaths in Service Lt. Herrold N. Brickel, [39] [40] [41] [42] [43] , Washington, Oklahoma, a Field Artillery liaison pilot, was killed in a plane crash at Camp Gordon, Georgia, on May 3. He received his commission at Fort Sill in the summer of 1943 and his liaison pilot's wings later at Pittsburg, Kansas . At the University, Lieutenant Brickel was a member of Pi Tau Sigma engineering fraternity and a captain in the R. O "Ed was strafing about 30 feet above the ground when a small shell set his plane afire underneath . Ed didn't know it until his wing man radioed him . Then he climbed to l,500 feet and bailed out . The wing man said his chute didn't open till he was 200 feet from the ground . There was a great deal of shooting and one theory is that it was directed at him, but majority opinion ruled differently and the boys believe he is OK ." Wick Fowler of the Dallas News was a close friend of Ed's . We used to sit around indulging in idiotic talk and Ed was always talking about how funny it would be to telephone Rome for hotel reservations and throw the Germans into a panic .
After I left Italy Ed's oil line stopped up one day on a mission near Rome and he was certain he would have to bail out. Later he told Wick that while he was in trouble and sure he'd have to jump he got to thinking about the telephone idea and had to laugh to himself .
And now that he really has bailed out, Wick sends this thought in a letter : "Ed's time was short at 1,500 but I have a hunch the telephone idea came to him again on the way down ." If Ed did call up Rome for reservations I hope the Germans gave him the royal suite, for he's the best there is . No-Maj . Forrest H. Barker, '34=40, Norman, squadron commander in Sicily and Italy, has been missing in action over Italy since April 30 . He completed 42 missions as a pilot and held the Distinguished Flying Cross and the Order of the Purple Heart. Major Barker was injured twice, once in combat and once in a jeep accident . He has two brothers in service, Lt . Norman Barker, '40, in England, and Lt . Jack Barker, [37] [38] [39] [40] , with the Paratroops at Camp Polk, Louisiana. George S. Coleman, [39] [40] [41] Calgary, Canada, pilot The bulletin quoted a delegate of the International Committee of the Red Cross who had visited the prisoners at Adelboden and said he had found "an atmosphere of order and organized activity ." Internees are provided witth club lounges, facilities for study, sports, motion pictures and lectures, the bulletin stated . I" Lt . Robert Whittet, '37-'41, Enid, navigator on a Liberator bomber reported missing in action since February 26, has been reported a prisoner of war in Germany .
His parents, Mr . and Mrs. James Whittet of Enid, received a letter from him stating that he was well and interned in a temporary camp .
Missions Accomplished
In a pre-invasion bombing of Berlin TOTAL. 7, 987 In
How to Write Prisoners
Instructions which should be followed in sending mail to prisoners of war were released last month in the Prisoners of War Bulletin published by the American Red Cross. They are as follows :
Do not use V-Mail forms. Be sure that the address is correct; letters should not be sent in care of the American Red Cross or the International Committee .
It is essential to print or type letters for prisoners held by Japan. For Europe, if not convenient to type letters, they should be written clearly.
Letters to Japanese-held prisoners must not exceed 24 words in the text. To prisoners in Europe it is preferable that they should not exceed one typewritten sheet.
Avoid the use of slang expressions. They confuse censors and delay mail .
Because of censorship and distribution problems in enemy countries, families should not write oftener than twice a week, and once a week is preferable . There is no limit, theoretically, to the number of letters a prisoner may receive. Experience has shown, however, that too great a volume of correspondence slows up delivery at the other end .
Unmounted photographs may be sent in letters but not in parcels. The prisoner's name and complete address should always be written on the back of the photograph .
Many relatives and friends put postage stamps on letters to prisoners of war. The United States Post Office wishes it to be made known as widely as possible that all mail (except air mail) is carried free to prisoners of war. The charge for airmail letters is now 6 cents for each half ounce, to European countries.
Recent letters from German camps indicate that air-mail letters arrive about one month quicker than ordinary mail . Mail for prisoners in the Far East goes by air, free of charge, to Teheran.
Promotions
Two alumni have recently been promoted to the rank of full colonel. in England as a postal clerk . Private Troop wrote Victor Alessandro, his former conductor, that he had heard the English Philharmonic, which he said had a particularly good string section . Commenting on the weather, Private Troop wrote, "I understand that summer arrives here July 25 . I also understand that autumn arrives two days later ." Capt. William Armstrong, '40geol , Oklahoma City, is commander of a 105 howitzer battalion in Italy which distinguished itself recently when an ammunition pit was nearly blown up . A fire started near 80 rounds of ammunition, a large number of powder caps and a howitzer . Men in the company fought the fire, disregarding small explosions, for half an hour. Praising his men, Captain Armstrong said, "If that ammunition had blown, it could have hurt a lot of people, and none of them ran when that stuff started popping."
A glittering description of the as yet undeveloped gold and oil resources of Brazil was included in a letter from Capt . Bill Eckes, '40 geol, to Dr . V . E . Monnett, director of the O . U . School of Geology . As a member of the American Embassy stationed in Rio de Janeiro, Captain Eckes has had opportunity to view first hand the oil and gold sites . "I've seen lots of good prospects for shallow drilling---oil seeps up in the Amazon, and near to water transport, too," he wrote. "I also ran across a bunch of placer gold that has been producing five or six grams per day by panning-flour gold . I have the aerial photos of the whole region, showing the lost ox-bows that can't be found from the ground because of the dense jungle . I can see those untouched gravel bars in my sleep. . ." The volley ball team of which Capt, Phil Haddock, '346a, Norman, is a member in North Africa won the district championship but was eliminated in the final rounds of the North African tournament . Captain Haddock has been in North Africa 13 months . Lt . Robert Holland, [32] [33] [34] [35] , Norman, an artillery officer in Italy, recently wrote home that a picture had been taken of him walking, talking and shaking hands with Lt . Gen . Mark Clark, his commanding officer. The general was complimenting Lieutenant Holland's battery . Maj . Robert E . Rogers, Jr ., '29eng, Oklahoma City, has been a depot commander with the Army Ground Forces in China for a year . He wrote the Alumni Office that outside of an occasional air raid, his post might be called "a quiet sector."
Two Medical School alumni were among the group of Army doctors and medical corpsmen stranded on a coral reef in the South Pacific. Capt. A . E . Culmer, Jr ., '40med, and Lt. Col . Howard Martin, '29med , both of Oklahoma City, were in the unit, which ran aground on the way from Australia to New Guinea to set up a Base Hospital . While waiting to be picked up some of the men fished, catching red snapper and sea bass .
Other alumni recently transferred to duty abroad are as follows : Sgt . Robert F. Nigh, '41-'42, Watonga, assistant to a chaplain at an Air Force station in England ; Lt . Gary B . Johnson, Capt. Guy E . Chapman, '32geol, Norman ; Lt . Howard Moon, [38] [39] [40] At Camp Campbell, Kentucky, were Pvt. Paul Estill, Jr ., '41, Tulsa, Lt. O. 13 . Wheeler, '426a, Tulsa, and Eldon L . Marshall, '40bus, Medford, technician fifth grade . Stationed at Fort Knox, Kentucky, were Lt . Gerald S . Young, Jr ., [38] [39] [40] [41] [42] [43] Duncan, Lt. Edward R . Bowlby, [35] [36] [37] Oklahoma City, Lt . Fred P . Schonwald, '34law, Miami, Florida, and Pvt. Bill H. Mayfield, [43] [44] Seminole . On duty with the Field Artillery at Camp Polk, Louisiana, were Maj . Charles P . Brown, '40bus, McAlester, Maj . Max . S . Lale, '38journ, and Lt . Robert I . Smith, '436us, Wewoka. Capt . Henry Clifford, '38eng , former laboratory assistant in the School of Mechanical Engineering, has returned from the Caribbean area to a post with the Ordnance at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland .
On duty at Fort George Meade, Maryland, were Lt . Richard Holland, '41bus, Norman, Staff Sgt . Carnes A . Pickens, '30geol, Oklahoma City, and Maj . F. O . Hamilton Lt. J . R . Kennedy, '41med, Purcell, member of the Army Medical Corps, has been transferred to duty in Salt Lake City, Utah . En route there with his wife and small daughter, Lieutenant Kennedy was caught in a spring snow storm in Berthoud Pass, near Georgetown, Colorado . A number of people were snowbound there, and Lieutenant Kennedy treated those who were suffering from frostbite and chilblains. One car had been shoved off the road by a snowslide, seriously injuring a passenger, whom Lieutenant Kennedy treated until the road was cleared .
Capt . Orel B . Lindsey, '38ed, Oklahoma City, has been assigned to duty with the Corps of Engineers at Fort Belvoir, Virginia . He recently returned to this country from the Southwest Pacific . Charles R . Turner, '39eng, Santa Anna, Texas, is an officer candidate in the Corps of Engineers at Fort Belvoir. Lt . Thomas Fain, [39] [40] [41] 
